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Background • The activities proposed under this project is in line with Objective 1 

(Standards) of the WOAH Aquatic Animal Health Strategy (AAHS), and 

were identified as a regional priority during the Regional Workshop for 

WOAH Focal Points for Aquatic Animals and 4th Meeting of Steering 

Committee on Regional Collaboration Framework on Aquatic Animal 

Health (Busan, Republic of Korea, in June 2023).

• Activities proposed for the period of 2023-2025

• Support the implementation of WOAH standards 

• Develop disease identification guide as a mobile application

• Identify barriers to transparency in disease reporting  

• To increase the reporting of aquatic animal diseases through WOAH 

WAHIS and Regional Aquatic Animal Disease report 

• Expected outputs

• Improved performance of countries in reporting of aquatic animal 

diseases

WOAH Aquatic Animal Health 
Strategy 2021–2025

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/05/en-oie-aahs.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/document/oie-aquatic-animal-health-strategy-2021-2025/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/oie-aquatic-animal-health-strategy-2021-2025/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/oie-aquatic-animal-health-strategy-2021-2025/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/oie-aquatic-animal-health-strategy-2021-2025/
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Global survey on 
barriers to 
implementation of 
aquatic animal 
health standards

Full report

Factsheet

• Recommendation: Capacity building and education activities on:

Disease surveillance, detection, 
diagnosis and reporting

Risk analysis
Disease prevention and 

control

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2024/05/survey-findings-barriers-to-the-implementation-of-aah-standards.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/document/aquatic-animal-health-standards-barriers-to-implementation/
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The WOAH 
Aquatic Animal 
Diseases Field 
Guide App

• A practical mobile tool designed to 

support rapid disease recognition, 

sampling, and reporting

• Who is it for? 

• Fishery and aquaculture 
managers, field staff, Veterinary 
Services and aquatic animal 
health professionals

Promoted the App with a A2 sized 
Poster at the World Veterinary 

Association Congress , April 2026 First-Ever WOAH Mobile App: Aquatic Animal Diseases Field Guide

https://www.woah.org/en/first-ever-woah-mobile-app-aquatic-animal-diseases-field-guide/
https://www.woah.org/en/first-ever-woah-mobile-app-aquatic-animal-diseases-field-guide/
https://www.woah.org/en/first-ever-woah-mobile-app-aquatic-animal-diseases-field-guide/
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Identify barriers 
to transparency 
in disease 
reporting in Asia-
Pacific

https://www.woah.org/en/article/whats-
preventing-countries-from-reporting-animal-
diseases-in-asia-pacific/ 

• 17% (16/90) responses were Aquatic FPs

• Strong positive attitudes and high perceived 

benefits to notification (recognizing 

transparency and maintain international 

credibility)

• Predictors of timely notification were:

• Organisational knowledge and staff 

capability 

• Confidence in notification procedures

• Simplicity and ease of reporting process

• Barriers

• Diagnosis and laboratory confirmation

• Decision-making and administrative 

processes (*interagency communications)

• Surveillance and reporting systems 

constraints

https://www.woah.org/en/article/whats-preventing-countries-from-reporting-animal-diseases-in-asia-pacific/
https://www.woah.org/en/article/whats-preventing-countries-from-reporting-animal-diseases-in-asia-pacific/
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Identify barriers 
to transparency 
in disease 
reporting in Asia-
Pacific

https://www.woah.org/en/article/whats-
preventing-countries-from-reporting-animal-
diseases-in-asia-pacific/ 

• Recommendations:

Enhance diagnostic 

capability of Reference 

Laboratories in Asia-

Pacific

Evaluate if WOAH PVS 

Pathway provides 

adequate guidance to 

Members to improving 

notification

Routine training of WOAH 

Delegates and relevant 

FPs

Develop guidance 

materials, exemplars, and 

resources to support 

notification

Approach for ongoing 

recognition of

Members with strong 

notification performance

https://www.woah.org/en/article/whats-preventing-countries-from-reporting-animal-diseases-in-asia-pacific/
https://www.woah.org/en/article/whats-preventing-countries-from-reporting-animal-diseases-in-asia-pacific/
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To increase the reporting of aquatic animal diseases through WOAH WAHIS and 
Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reports 

• Low number of countries 

submitting the monthly/quarterly 

reports (<30% in 2025) remains 

a concern, especially reports from 

major aquaculture producing 

countries in the region;
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• National FPs for Aquatic Animals 

should take full responsibility in 

preparing the reports, and in proper 

coordination with their respective 

WOAH Delegate and FP for Animal 

Disease Notification who will officially 

submit the report to WOAH.

Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the Asia-Pacific

• Recommendations:
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As per recommendation and endorsement from 
NACA Advisory Group on Aquatic Animal Health 
(AG), few but significant changes were made in the 
Disease Reporting:

1. Merging of OIE (WOAH) and NACA QAAD Asia-
Pacific from the first quarter of 2016; covering 
32 (+1) countries across the Asia-Pacific.

2. From January 2021, a new AAD reporting was 
implemented wherein Members are to submit all 
the monthly data as soon as available to WOAH 
RRAP and NACA with their WOAH Delegate in 
copy, to ensure the timeliness of the disease 
information

Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the Asia-Pacific
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As per recommendation and endorsement from 
NACA Advisory Group on Aquatic Animal Health 
(AG), few but significant changes were made in the 
Disease Reporting:

3. This year (2026), a new reporting system was 
launched:

• WOAH listed diseases are to be reported 
directly to WAHIS

• Non-WOAH listed diseases are to be 
submitted through an online Microsoft Form 
accessible at WOAH-RRAP website

Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the Asia-Pacific
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Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the Asia-Pacific

The revised regional aquatic animal 

disease reporting system was agreed to 

proceed in order to improve compliance 

with notification obligations and 

participation in reporting of non-WOAH-

listed diseases. The system was intended 

to remain flexible, with a review planned 

after six months to one year of 

implementation to assess its impact.

AGM 24 Report:
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NON-WOAH LISTED DISEASES: Issues since the launch in January 2026

Country Issue Status

Chinese Taipei 
and
Malaysia

Codes/symbol and description did not 
match; one symbol missing

Resolved; codes/symbols 
updated in the Microsoft Form
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NON-WOAH LISTED DISEASES: Issues since the launch in January 2026

Country Issue Status

Singapore Missing page for “Any Other 
Diseases of Importance”

Resolved: additional pages for ”Other 
Diseases” were added in the Microsoft 
Form

Requested Excel Form for data 
collection purposes

Resolved: Excel Form for non-WOAH 
listed diseases distributed to all Aquatic 
FPs
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NON-WOAH LISTED DISEASES: Issues since the launch in January 2026

Country Issue Status

Hong Kong 
SAR

Histopathology: misplaced to Level III 
(Diagnostic level)

Resolved; Histopathology 
transferred to Level II

Did not receive communication on the 
new reporting system; Query on how to 
submit WOAH-listed diseases

Partly resolved: NACA 
instructed them to access the 
Microsoft Form at WOAH-RRAP 
website. 
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Reports Received as of 3 July 2026:
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Online Coordination Meeting, 18 Dec 2025

Online Coordination Meeting, 10 April 2026

Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Reports 2026

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/regional-aquatic-animal-disease-reports/


Thank you
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